
Contemporary Issues 

 

Text:  Current Issues, Sass, Charles. R., Close Up foundation, 2003. 

 

Course Description:  This is a half year course (Semester 1) covering controversial issues 

of the present times, including current events.  Newspapers from the local community 

will be used, along with articles from Newsweek or Time magazine. 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: At the end of each unit, students should be able to answer 

the following questions. 

 

1.  Culture:   

 What is culture? 

 How are cultural differences playing a part in America? 

 What role has religion played in society? 

 What are the roles of gender in various cultures? 

 How does culture change perceptions? 

 

2.  Federal Budget and Economics:   

 What is economics? 

 Why is a budget necessary? 

 What is the deficit? 

 Why do we have a national debt? 

 What was the effect of 911 and the War in Iraq on the federal budget? 

 How do the major parties differ on taxes and the budge? 

 Why are there cuts in federal programs and what are the results? 

 

3.  Government and Politics:   

 What services and rights are given and protected y the federal government? 

 What influence does government have on our lives? 

 What effect can individuals have on government policies? 

 What is the function of any government? 

 What are our constitutional rights?  Are there limits to these rights? 

 

4.  International Relations:   

 What are the causes of trouble around the world? 

 Where are the major trouble spots in the world? 

 How has the United States intervened? 

 What conflicts are the United States involved in? 

 Should the United States increase or decrease foreign aid? 

 

 

 

 

 



5.  Immigration:   

 What are current immigration laws and practices? 

 What are the push/pull factors which influence immigration? 

 What are the major costs/benefits of new immigration? 

 What are the patterns of United States immigration? 

 

6.  Women and Minorities: What are affirmative action programs? 

 What are definitions of “minority”? 

 Do homosexuals deserve the same protection from discrimination as other 

minorities? 

 What are major contributions of minority groups? 

 What is the international track record of minority treatment? 

 

7.  Environment:   

 What are areas of environmental concern? 

 What are causes of environmental pollution? 

 What has been done to address environmental problems? 

 Which alternative fuels and energies are being developed? 

 

8.  Technology:   

 What are the cutting edge technologies? 

 How does technology change life? 

 How does modern technology effect rights, such as privacy? 

 

9.  Crime and Punishment:  How do we exercise capital punishment? 

 Why do we have capital punishment? 

 Is capital punishment fair? 

 What is the relationship between race and capital punishment? 

 Why is there controversy over gun control? 

 What is the impact of crime?  

 What are the causes of crime? 

 What are the effects of crime? 

 What are some problems in U.S. prisons? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

 



1.  Culture:  Students will engage in activities which will enable them to: 

 Define culture. 

 Examine the building blocks of culture. 

 Recognize that culture influences thinking and perception. 

 Examine how and where cultures compete and conflict. 

 

2.  Federal Budget and Economics:  Students will engage in activities which will 

enable them to: 

 Examine budget actuation. 

 Compare budget priorities and the interest groups involved in lobbying. 

 Express views on the budget.  

 Recognize the importance of economic issues. 

 Compare tax cut costs and benefits. 

 Examine budget problems and trends in terms of impact on citizens. 

 

3.  Government and Politics:  Students will engage in activities which will enable 

them to: 

 Define government and discuss its purpose. 

 Know the three branches of government and the functions of each. 

 Identify key members of the present executive branch. 

 Identify key issues take up by Congress. 

 Examine the key rulings of the Supreme Court. 

 

4.  International Relations:  Students will engage in activities which will enable them 

to: 

 Examine the major trouble spots in terms of cause and effect. 

 Examine foreign aid goals of the United States. 

 List cost/benefits of U.S. foreign aid. 

 Examine recent areas of U.S. military intervention 

 

5.  Immigration:  Students will engage in activities which will enable them to: 

 Examine diverse opinions concerning federal immigration policy. 

 Analyze the relationship between immigration policy and fighting terrorism. 

 Examine the meaning of the word “American”. 

 List contributions of recent immigrants. 

 

6.  Women and Minorities:  Students will engage in activities which will enable them 

to: 

 Examine the costs and benefits of affirmative action programs. 

 Define prejudice and discrimination. 

 Analyze the cause and effects of prejudice and discrimination. 

 Examine the state of race relations and progress over the past fifty years. 

 

7.  Environment:  Students will engage in activities which will enable them to: 



 Examine the costs and benefits of the development of resources and 

environmental actions. 

 Discuss attempts to protect the environment. 

 Discuss the possible impact of pollution on the weather and world ecosystems. 

 

8.  Technology:  Students will engage in activities which will enable them to: 

 Define technology. 

 Examine new technologies and how they might change life as we know it. 

 Discuss how technology can have an impact on freedoms and privacy rights. 

 Determine the pros and cons concerning technological advancement. 

 

9.  Crime and Punishment:  Students will engage in activities which will enable them 

to: 

 Examine the relationship between race and capital punishment. 

 Examine local and national crime statistics. 

 Discuss questions about drug policy, the death penalty, gun laws, et. al. 

 Compare and contract the Second Amendment rights and gun control 

arguments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONTENT ALIGNMENT with STATE and NATIONAL STANDARDS/SKILL 

OBJECTIVES 

 

The following abbreviations will be used to denote the appropriate alignment: 

CT = Social Studies Curriculum Framework, CT State Dept. of Ed. 

NCSS= National Council for the Social Studies 

 

1.  Culture:  Students will be able to: 

 Analyze and explain the ways groups and cultures address needs and concerns.  

NCSS, p. 33 

 Apply an understanding of culture as an integrated whole that explain the 

functions and interactions of language, religion, and various other behavior 

patterns.  NCSS, p. 33. 

 Compare societal patterns for preserving culture while adapting to environmental 

change.  NCSS, p. 33. 

 Demonstrate the value of cultural diversity, as well as cohesion, within and across 

groups.  NCSS, p. 33. 

 Explain and apply ideas and theories drawn from sociology in the examination of 

issues and social problems.  NCSS, p. 33. 

 

2.  Federal Budget and Economics:  Students will be able to:   

 Analyze and explain ideas and mechanisms to meet needs and wants of 

citizens, regulate territory, manage conflict, establish order and security, and 

balance competing conceptions of a just society.  NCSS, p. 39. 

 Distinguish between the domestic and global economic systems, and explain 

how the two interact.  NCSS, p. 42. 

 Apply knowledge of production, distribution, and consumption in the analysis 

of a public issue such as the allocation of energy, and devise an economic plan 

for accomplishing a socially desirable outcome related to that issue.  NCSS,  

      p. 42. 

 Apply economic concepts and reasoning when evaluating historical and 

contemporary social developments and issues.  NCSS, p. 41. 

 Explain how the scarcity of productive resources (human, capital, 

technological, and natural) requires the development of economic systems to 

make decisions about how goods and services are to be produced and 

distributed.  NCSS. P. 41. 

 Analyze the role that supply and demand, prices, incentive, and profits play in 

determining what is produced and distributed in a competitive market system.  

NCSS, p. 41. 

 Consider the costs and benefits to society of allocating goods and services 

through private and public sectors.  NCSS, p. 41. 

 Analyze the impact of government taxing and spending actions and changes in 

the money supply and interest rates on the national economy.  CT, p. 169. 

 

 

 



 

 

3.  Government and Politics:  Students will be able to: 

 Explain the origins and interpret the continuing influence of key ideas of the 

democratic and republican forms of government, such as individual human 

dignity, liberty, justice, equality, and the rule of law.  NCSS, p. 45. 

 Identify, analyze, interpret and evaluate the sources and examples of citizens’ 

rights and responsibilities. NCSS, p. 45. 

 Practice forms of civic discussion and participation consistent with the ideals of 

citizens in a democratic republic. NCSS, p. 45. 

 Participate in activities to strengthen the “common good” based upon careful 

evaluation of possible options for citizen action. NCSS, p. 45. 

 

4.  International Relations:  Students will be able to: 

 Analyze and evaluate the significance of major US foreign policies and major 

international events and conditions over time. CT, p. 159. 

 Develop proposals regarding solutions to significant international, political, 

economic, demographic or environmental issues. CT, p. 159. 

 Describe and analyze the process by which foreign policy decisions are developed 

and executed. CT, p. 160. 

 Explain conditions and motivations that contribute to conflict, cooperation, and 

interdependence among groups, societies, and nations. NCSS, p. 45 

 

5.  Immigration:  Students will be able to: 

 Analyze and evaluate social and economic effects of immigration both nationally 

and locally. 

 Propose, compare, and evaluate alternative policies for immigration. 

 Examine the interactions of ethnic, national, or cultural influences in the US. 

 Explain conditions and motivations that contribute to immigration. 

 

6.  Women and Minorities:  Students will be able to: 

 Analyze the evolution of various minority rights, the legacy of slavery, 

exploitation and disparity of various opportunities and rights such as education, 

employment, voting, etc. 

 Examine minority issues such as affirmative action, voting rights, civil rights, 

“hate speech”, and how ideals of liberty can conflict with diversity. 

 Determine fair balance between majority rule and minority groups. 

 Apply an understanding of historical and contemporary conflicts over 

Constitutional principles. CT, p. 155. 

 Analyze, using historical and contemporary examples, the meaning and 

significance of the ideal of equal protection under the law for all persons.  CT, p. 

155. 

 

 

 



 

 

7.  Environment:  Students will be able to: 

 Propose, compare, and evaluate alternative policies for the use of land and other 

resources in communities, regions, nation, and the world.  NCSS, p. 36. 

 Analyze how human systems interact, connect and cause changes in physical 

systems.  CT, p. 165. 

 Apply concepts of ecosystems to understand and solve environmental problems.  

CT, p. 165. 

 Define, defend, and predict how the use of specific resources may impact the 

future. CT, p. 167. 

 Analyze how technological change can affect long-range productivity. CT, p. 167. 

 

8.  Technology:  Students will be able to: 

 Evaluate the role of technology in communications, transportation, information-

processing, weapons development, or other areas as it contributes to or helps 

resolve conflicts.  NCSS, p. 39. 

 Make judgments about how science and technology have transformed the physical 

world and human society, and our understanding of time, space, place, and 

human-environment interactions. NCSS, p. 43. 

 Analyze how science and technology influence society, and how they shape 

scientific and technological change. NCSS, p. 43. 

 Evaluate various policies that have been proposed as ways of dealing with social 

changes resulting from new technologies, such as genetically engineered plants  

and animals.  NCSS, p. 43. 

 Analyze the causes and consequences of major technological turning points in 

history, e.g., their effects on people, societies, and economies.  CT, p. 153. 

 

9.  Crime and Punishment:  Students will be able to: 

 Analyze the foundation of the American legal system, including English Common 

Law, the Magna Carta, the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, 

and the Bill of Rights. 

 Explain the necessity of the rule of law and understand the importance of 

individual rights. 

 Examine how laws establish sanctions and provide punishments for crimes and 

other transgressions. 

 Compare our punishments and protections with those of other modern societies. 

 Establish, explain and apply criteria to evaluate rules and laws. CT, p. 157. 


